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106 Sargent Road 

Request to Lift April, 2021 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    106 Sargent Road 

Applicant:    Michael Bronner  

Building Type:   House (Full) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

                   

 

 
                        

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The single-family residence at 106 Sargent Road was constructed in 1940 for Dr.  & Mrs. Franc Ingraham.  The home was 

designed by Anderson & Beckwith, a firm founded in 1937 by prominent MIT architects Lawrence B. Anderson and 

Herbert L. Beckwith.  Known for their pioneering modern designs, the MIT professors were instrumental in establishing 

the modernist style in the Boston area.   They designed the first Modernist building on MITôs campus, the Briggs Field 

House (1939), using simplified geometric forms in brick and glass that initiated the schoolôs transition away from 

neoclassical architectural traditions.  Their Alumni Swimming Pool complex (1939) has been described as one of the first 

significant works of modern architecture in the United States, introducing the International Style to the MIT campus.  

While Anderson & Beckworthôs signature ñform follows functionò design philosophy produced buildings unlike any 

existing on the MIT campus at the time, the designs were integrated into their environment through use of common 

materials, developing forms that could co-exist harmoniously with existing structures.  Herbert Beckwith was associated 

with architect Eero Saarinen in the development of two notable MIT buildings, the Kresge Auditorium and the MIT 

Chapel. 

 

The 2 story home rises from a concrete foundation to a gabled asphalt roof.  Multiple rooflines merge to the rear of the 

home as a single story two bay garage meets the main body of the house at the rear of the north elevation.  The north half 

of the east elevation is set ½ story below grade, the center entrance opening into a concrete areaway.  A dramatic side 

entrance framed in high stone walls connects to the areaway at the northeast corner of the house, accentuated further by an 

unlikely upturned roof overhang.  With the exception of this feature, the home is a very restrained version of Anderson & 

Beckwithôs modernist design, following in the firmôs philosophy of integrating modern buildings into their architectural 

environment.  The form of the home evokes standard Colonial Revival patterns without referencing any in particular.  The 

home is integrated into its natural environment through the use of identical stone walls for both landscape and building 
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elements.  Stone veneer at the foundation mimics retaining walls to the rear of the property while a massive chimney of 

the same stone anchors an otherwise unadorned rear elevation.  The side entrance walls are also made of this stone which 

transitions to become the entrance wall beneath the overhang.  The south elevation invites the landscape into the home, 

featuring floor to ceiling windows in two rooms. 

 

The house at 106 Sargent Road meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 106 Sargent Road retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 

On May 27th, 2020, the Commission voted to uphold the initial determination of significance for the house at 106 Sargent 

Road, imposing a 12 month demolition stay on the property.  On June 23rd, the applicant requested a lift of stay based on a 

mitigation plan that includes documentation of the existing building and review of proposed plans for a new structure.  

After meeting with the subcommittee and allowing members to tour the home in August, the applicant made revisions to 

their plans for new construction, provided additional renderings demonstrating the grade treatment and supplied 

photographs of the existing building.  The architects drew floorplans of the existing building and submit them as a part of 

the mitigation package.  The Commission approved the lift of stay based on this mitigation package at the hearing on 

September 8th, 2020.  In March of 2021, the architects contacted Preservation Planners with a request to make changes to 

the approved plans for the new house.  The Commission should consider these plans and decide if they are also acceptable 

to obtain the lift of stay. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 106 Sargent Road, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 106 Sargent Road, looking north. 

 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 106 Sargent Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 106 Sargent Road, looking south. 

 

 

 

East elevation. 

 

 

 


